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“Not all pollution is created equally”
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MIT Press, 2011

The authors find that TRI--probably
the best-known example of
information disclosure--has had a
substantial effect over time on the
environmental performance of
industry. But, drawing on case
studies from across the nation, they
show that the improvement is not
uniform: some facilities have been
leaders while others have been ' 1,2-DIBRO
laggards. The authors argue that 1,2-DIBRO
information disclosure has an
important role to play in
environmental policy--but only as
part of an integrated set of policy
tools that includes conventional
regulation and pollution prevention
assistance.
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Box 1. Industrial Environmental Performance Associated with Increasing or Decreasing
Air Risks and Releases

Releases
Risks Increasing (dirtier) | Decreasing (cleaner) Total
Decreasing
(safer) 6,067 (50.1%)
Increasing Yellow Facilities
(riskier) 1,447 (11.9%) 6,051 (49.9%)
Example: a firm targets its biggest
releases for reductions while maintain-
ing or even increasing low-volume but
highly toxic (riskier) air releases.
Total Dirtier Cleaner
5,576 (46%) 6,543 (54%) 12,118 (100%)
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The Greening of Industry

* |ts uneven.
« The TRI probably is less influential than it once was.

« We believe reforming TRI into a performance
disclosure program will reinvigorate its impact.

— target those facilities and firms that need greater incentives or
technical assistance to reduce releases and risks while
simultaneously encouraging, recognizing, and rewarding those
facilities and firms that are steadily improving their
environmental performance.

« We also believe a performance disclosure program for
GHGs will be more effective than what's currently
being implemented.
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http://www.wwu.edu/huxley/spatial/maps/fppm/index.html

Forgotten People
Participatory Mapping and Environmental Justice
Supporting Grassroots Organizations of the Navajo Nation
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